THE HEALTHY CHURCH
Basic Elements & Non-Negotiables 

TEXT: 	Acts 2:41-47

	A	It Is God’s W________ For The Church To G_______

[bookmark: 17]		Matthew 16:17 - 19 (NKJV)

		See also Acts 2:41; 2:47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 11:24

	B	God Intends For HIS Church To Grow

		1	N______________

		2	S______________

[bookmark: 24]			Acts 12:24 (NKJV) 

		3	In order for Jesus’ church to grow, it must be h_______

			a	What are the characteristics of a healthy church?

			b	If you could “invent” the ideal church, what would that church look like?

		4	There are numerous examples in the New Testament of churches that became unhealthy:

			a	Church at Corinth had numerous issues.  Here are 5 examples

				[1]	Di_______ (1 Corinthians 1:10-11)
				[2]	Spiritual I______________(1 Corinthians 3:1-2)
				[3]	I______________ (1 Corinthians 5:1)
				[4]	C_______ S_______ against one another (1 Corinthians 6:1)
				[5]	D______________ in w______________ (1 Corinthians 14:26; 40)

			b	Of the Seven Churches Receiving Direction In Revelation 2-3:

				[1]	Only two are c______________ without c______________ (Philadelphia and Smyrna)

				[2]	Three are c______________, then c______________ (Ephesus, Pergamos, & Thyatira)

				[3]	Two receive no commendation, only correction (Sardis & Laodicea) 

		5	Where are we as a church, and where are we going?  Are we (becoming) healthy, or are we (becoming) unhealthy?

			a	What keeps us from having an ideal/healthy church?
			b	How do we work through these issues?
What matters most?  What are the essentials, the “non-negotiables”?  What are our core values?

I	FOUR CARDINAL DOCTRINES

	A	S______________ 

	B	H______________

	C	B_______ Of The Holy Spirit

	D	The S______________ C______________ Of Christ

II	THREEFOLD PURPOSE

	A	Integral P______________

    		* Ephesians 1:22,23; * Ephesians 2:22; * Hebrews 12:23 

	B	Priority Reason For Being

1	To be an agency of God for e______________ the w_______. (Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15,16)

2	To be a corporate body in which man may w______________ God. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

3	To be a channel of God's purpose to b_______ a b_______ of saints being perfected in the image of His Son. (Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:12)

	C	Apostolic P______________:

1	Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with accompanying supernatural signs. (Mark 16:15-20; Acts 4:29-31; Hebrews 2:3,4)

2	Adds a necessary dimension to worshipful relationship with God. (1 Corinthians 2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12-14) 

3	Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit in expression of fruit and gifts and ministries as in New Testament times for the edifying of the body of Christ. (Galatians 5:22-26; 1 Corinthians 14:12; Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Colossians 1:29)

III	MISSION STATEMENT

	A	Reach U_______

	B	Reach O_______

	C	Reach I_______

