◘	THE HEALTHY CHURCH
Basic Elements & Non-Negotiables 

TEXT: 	Acts 2:41-47

	A	It Is God’s Will For The Church To Grow

		1	It is stated explicitly throughout the scriptures that the church should and did grow:

[bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19]			Matthew 16:17 - 19 (NKJV) 17Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

			See also Acts 2:41; 2:47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31; 11:24

	B	God Intends For HIS Church To Grow

		1	Numerically

		2	Spiritually

[bookmark: 24]			Acts 12:24 (NKJV) 24But the word of God grew and multiplied.

		3	In order for Jesus’ church to grow, it must be healthy

			a	What are the characteristics of a healthy church?

			b	If you could “invent” the ideal church, what would that church look like?

		4	There are numerous examples in the New Testament of churches that became unhealthy:

			a	Church at Corinth had numerous issues.  Here are 5 examples

				[1]	Division (1 Corinthians 1:10-11)
				[2]	Spiritual Immaturity (1 Corinthians 3:1-2)
				[3]	Immorality (1 Corinthians 5:1)
				[4]	Civil Suits against one another (1 Corinthians 6:1)
				[5]	Disorder in worship (1 Corinthians 14:26; 40)

			b	Of the Seven Churches Receiving Direction In Revelation 2-3:

				[1]	Only two are commended without correction (Philadelphia and Smyrna)

				[2]	Three are commended, then corrected (Ephesus, Pergamos, & Thyatira)

				[3]	Two receive no commendation, only correction (Sardis & Laodicea) 

◘		5	Where are we as a church, and where are we going?  Are we (becoming) healthy, or are we (becoming) unhealthy?

			a	What keeps us from having an ideal/healthy church?

					❐	Everyone has different “ideals” (preferences)

[bookmark: 4]						Philippians 2:4 (NKJV) 4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

					❐	We are flawed humans - everyone has issues

					❐	The devil will attack the work of God

[bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9]						1 Peter 5:8 - 9 (NKJV) 8Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in the faith...

			b	How do we work through these issues?


What matters most?  What are the essentials, the “non-negotiables”?  What are our core values?

◘ I	FOUR CARDINAL DOCTRINES

☛	A	Salvation - Being Born Again

		Salvation is deliverance from spiritual death and enslavement by sin. God provides salvation for all who believe and accept His free offer of forgiveness. Mankind’s only hope of redemption from the fallen sinful state is through the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son–blood that was shed as Jesus died on the cross. [The account of the crucifixion of Jesus is recounted by four of His contemporaries: Matthew (chapter 27), Mark (chapter 15), Luke (chapter 23), and John (chapter 19).] (Luke 24:47; John 3:3,16,17; Rom. 8:16; 10:13-15; Ephesians 2:8,9; 4:24; Titus 2:11-12; 3:5-7)

☛	B	Healing

		Divine healing is an integral part of the gospel. Deliverance from sickness is provided for in the atonement, and is the privilege of all believers. (Isa. 53:4,5; Matt. 8:16,17; James 5:14-16)

☛	C	Baptism Of The Holy Spirit

		All believers are entitled to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and therefore should expect and earnestly seek the promise of the Father, according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was the normal experience of all believers in the early Christian church. With the experience comes the provision of power for victorious Christian living and productive service. It also provides believers with specific spiritual gifts for more effective ministry. The baptism of Christians in the Holy Spirit is accompanied by the initial physical sign of speaking in other tongues (unlearned languages) as the Spirit of God gives them audible expression. (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4,8; 2:4; 8:12-17; 10:44-46; 11:14-16; 15:7-9; 1 Cor. 12:1-31)

☛	D	The Second Coming Of Christ

		All Christians who have died will one day rise from their graves and will meet the Lord in the air. Christians who have not yet died will be raptured or caught up with them, to be with the Lord. Then Christians of all ages will live with God forever. The scriptural truth of the Lord’s soon return is "the blessed hope". (Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thesselonians 4:16-17; Titus 2:13)

◘ II	THREEFOLD PURPOSE

	A	Integral Parts

		The Church is the Body of Christ, the habitation of God through the Spirit, with divine appointments for the fulfillment of her great commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit, is an integral part of the General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn, which are written in heaven.

    		* Ephesians 1:22,23 
    		* Ephesians 2:22 
    		* Hebrews 12:23 

	B	Priority Reason For Being

		Since God's purpose concerning man is to seek and to save that which is lost, to be worshiped by man, and to build a body of believers in the image of His Son, the priority reason for being of the Assemblies of God as part of the Church is:

		1	To be an agency of God for evangelizing the world. (Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15,16)

		2	To be a corporate body in which man may worship God. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

		3	To be a channel of God's purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the image of His Son. (Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:12)

	C	Apostolic Pattern:

		The Assemblies of God exists expressly to give continuing emphasis to this reason for being in the New Testament apostolic pattern by teaching and encouraging believers to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. This experience:

		1	Enables them to evangelize in the power of the Spirit with accompanying supernatural signs. (Mark 16:15-20; Acts 4:29-31; Hebrews 2:3,4)

		2	Adds a necessary dimension to worshipful relationship with God. (1 Corinthians 2:10-16; 1 Corinthians 12-14) 

		3	Enables them to respond to the full working of the Holy Spirit in expression of fruit and gifts and ministries as in New Testament times for the edifying of the body of Christ. (Galatians 5:22-26; 1 Corinthians 14:12; Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Colossians 1:29)

◘ III	MISSION STATEMENT

	A	Reach Up - worship

	☛	B	Reach Out - evangelize

		☛	C	Reach In - build the body

	Responses from Questionnaire “The Ideal Church”

☛	A	Reach Up - worship

		1	Spirit-filled / Spirit-led - gifts of the Spirit

		2	Praising & thanking God for what He’s done

		3	People willing to share their testimony

		4	Excited about God / on fire; Worshiping with all our heart

		5	A Praying church

☛	B	Reach Out - evangelize

		1	Reaching out to the community in REAL ways

		2	outreaches to hard-core lost (bikers, drug addicts, alcoholics)

		3	heart for hurting people

		4	People getting saved

		5	Witnessing

☛	C	Reach In - build the body

		1	one big family - quick to help each other; unified

		2	place for mentoring

		3	devoted to preaching (truth; not sugar coated) & learning God’s word; eager to learn and eager to do. 

		4	loving, accepting, forgiving, friendly, compassionate, giving - no bickering, working towards one goal

		5	Ministry for each age, but mixing them together also

Conclusion

	A	Discuss What Our Churches Pastor(s) Should  “Look Like”

		1	Their role

		2	Their style

	B	Discuss What Our Church Congregation Should “Look Like”

		1	How we relate to one another
		2	How we embrace new people

	B	Discuss What Our Church Ministry (Ministries) Should “Look Like”

		1	Service schedules (establishing & supporting when & how we get together)

		2	Involvement & Commitment - membership
