◘	THE HEALTHY CHURCH
Healthy Church Ministry
Fulfilling Our Purpose - Accomplishing Our Mission

TEXT: 	

◘	A	Review: Where We’ve Been

◘		1	The Ideal (Healthy) Church

	☛		a	Reach Up - Reach Out - Reach In

			b	☛Worship - ☛Evangelism - ☛Discipleship

◘		2	☛Ideal (Healthy) Pastor

	◘		a	Qualifications For A Pastor - 

				[1]	1 Tim 5 - 15 qualifications listed
	◘			[2]	Titus - additional 6 qualifications

	◘		b	Authority & Responsibility of a Pastor (1 Peter 5:1-4)

				[1]	Responsibility - Shepherd
				[2]	Authority - Oversee

	◘		c	Response & Responsibility Of A Congregation

				[1]	Leadership (effective & ineffective models of authority structure) - mutual respect & cooperation
				[2]	Congregation - Pray for...support...care for...help

◘		3	The Ideal (Healthy) Ministry

	◘		a	Reaching Up - Worship

	◘		b	Reaching Out - ☛Outreach - everywhere / our community ☛all people

	◘		c	Reaching In - Discipleship

◘	B	Moving Forward  -

	◘	1	The Road Ahead  - God wants us to grow, and move forward with purpose
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			a	Jesus had a definite sense of mission and purpose (Luke 4:43; John 12:27)

			b	We have a purpose as a church (Acts 11:23; Romans 8:28)

		2	Our Purpose / Mission

			Since God's purpose concerning man is to seek and to save that which is lost, to be worshiped by man, and to build a body of believers in the image of His Son, the priority reason for being of the Assemblies of God as part of the Church is:

			a	To be an agency of God for evangelizing the world. (Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19,20; Mark 16:15,16)

			b	To be a corporate body in which man may worship God. (1 Corinthians 12:13) 

			c	To be a channel of God's purpose to build a body of saints being perfected in the image of His Son. (Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 14:12)

Worship

◘	I	WHAT IS WORSHIP?

	A	What is worship? 

		1	What does it include? 

			Singing		Clapping		Giving Glory		Being Quiet
			Praising		Rejoicing		Lifting Hands		Spirit Led / Gifts or manifestations
			Dancing		Thanking		Praying			Expressing love / adoration
			Praying		Preaching		Giving

		2	What is the purpose of worship? What is it’s goal?

			Glorify God
			Exalt The Lord & make His works known
			Please God 

	B	Can we find a New Testament Model or Pattern? Old Testament?

		1	How is worship to be done?


2	What Scriptures guide our thinking on worship?
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· 1 Corinthians 14: 12-17; 22-26; 39 (Edification)

· James 5:13-16 (support)

· 1 Corinthians 11:20-26 (communion)

· Acts 20:7-12 (communion, preaching the Word)

· John 4:20-24 (the heart/essence of)

B	Outcome Of Biblical Worship

		1	God Is Pleased - Genesis 8:20-21

		2	God Is Glorified - Psalm 89:1; Psalm 105:1

		3	God’s Presence Is Experienced

			Matthew 18:20	1 Kings 8:11	Acts 2:1-4		Acts 4:31	Acts 16:25-26

◘ II	OUTREACH

Take from “Growing A Church In A Declining Community”

◘ III	DISCIPLESHIP

	A	Defined - what does the word “disciple” bring to your mind?

[bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20]◘		Matthew 28:19 - 20 (NKJV) 19Go therefore and ☛make disciples of all the nations, ☛baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20☛teaching them to ☛observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

[bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25]Matthew 10:24 - 25 (NKJV) 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master.
	
◘	B	Two Key Elements Of Discipleship

	☛	1	Learning - 

[bookmark: 2]1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV) 2as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

[bookmark: 17]Ephesians 1:17 - 18 (NKJV) the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,	

[bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15][bookmark: 16]Ephesians 4:13 - 15 (NKJV) 13till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—

[bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11]			Colossians 1:9 - 10 (NKJV) 9For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;


	☛	2	Doing - notice how Colossians 1:9-10 takes cognitive/intellectual knowledge and puts legs on it!

			a	Knowing is good and necessary - but it must translate into being and doing

			b	“We already know far more than what we do now,”

				John 13:15 - 17 (NKJV) 15For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

	C	How - how do we become discipled?

		1	It is the churches job (Great Commission) to bring newborn babes into maturity

		2	NSAG

			a	Sunday School		b	Bible Studies		c	AM Worship

			d	Age appropriate 		e	Men/Women’s groups

			Challenge: Comparatively few people attend


◘ IV	FELLOWSHIP

☛	A	Fellowship is Established
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[bookmark: 8]		1 John 1:7 (NKJV) 7But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

		1	Fellowship = lit. = “to have in common with...” - our common blood-bond

a) fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation, intercourse
b) the share which one has in anything, participation
			c) intercourse, fellowship, intimacy

		2	Word Study: Fellowship (Koinōniāi). Old word from Koinōnos (partner, sharer in common interest) and this from Koinos what is common to all. This partnership involves participation in, as the blood of Christ (Philippians 2:1) or co-operation in the work of the gospel (Philippians 1:5) or contribution for those in need (2 Corinthians 8:4; 9:13). Hence there is wide diversity of opinion concerning the precise meaning of Koinōnia in this verse. It may refer to the distribution of funds in verse 44 or to the oneness of spirit in the community of believers or to the Lord’s Supper (as in 1 Corinthians 10:16) in the sense of communion or to the fellowship in the common meals or agapae (love-feasts).


◘	B	Fellowship is Exemplified

	☛	1	Spiritual Fellowship

[bookmark: 42]			Acts 2:42 (NKJV) 42And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers...

	☛	2	Material Fellowship

[bookmark: 44]			Acts 2:44 (NKJV) 44Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common,

	☛	3	Social Fellowship 

[bookmark: 46][bookmark: 47]			Acts 2:46 - 47 (NKJV) 46So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

◘	C	Fellowship Is Essential

		1	Isolationist culture - although we a certain fraternities that continue to bind us together (sports, politics, professions, etc.)

		2	Two reasons that fellowship is a must:

		☛	a	You need others - accountability and edification. It is prideful and arrogant to assert that you don’t need others in your life.  
		☛	b	Others need you - additionally, it is selfish to withhold yourself from others who might benefit from having you in their lives.
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